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A NOTE FROM THE

According to wisdoimpnotfikivegyt bemagnshawgetho
many decades over the past century, new happenings in the last ten years have significantl
affected our lives, as our ability to communicate keeps expanding in leaps and bounds. Next
year will be the 19 anniversary of theNew Hungarian Voicé our publication which has
evolved from a simple protest against the |
international Hungarian cultural resource.

Not long after the printing of the first haobpies of the NHV, we developed our website,
which attracts hundreds of new visitors eacf
grow, and théNew Hungarian Voicés available at libraries here and in Hungary.

A couple of years ago, when internet social networking was still rather new, | accepted a
Facebook Afriend request. 0 Al t hough it W &
experience was somewhat disappoinfingquickly discovered that a lot of my acquaintances
were far less interesting than | had thoughtacebook seemed little more than a kind of creepy
catalogue of unapologetic alcoholism.

Recently, however, Il re pened my Facebook account unde
promote the NHV and other Hungarian projectshave noticed that a lot more interesting

A...our publicat
evolved from a simple protest against
t he | ocal Hungari a
and censorship to an international
Hungarian cul tur a

pages and groups have taken virtual root. It has been a fascinating expeireadew months
Mazsola has fimade friendso with wel/l over
New Hungarian Voicpage. People from all age groups and locations have shown a great deal
of interest.

Things like Facebook are still in their infancy, and user discretion is advised. We were
immediately berated by a local 1956er who was offended that we publidtethddungarian
Voicei n Engl i sh, chastising us with the old 0
iando spiel Vancouver AsvancoaveraMagybroddugganiansaoin H 8
Vancouver) have quite clearly ignored us after our half a dozen attempts to join them in solidar-
ity and friendship. Interestingly, one of their group discussions is a 4,000 word debate (in
Hungarian) about why so few people are coming to their dénoesst of the posters argue the
merits of hiphop or disco, yet none of them touch on the obvious: the chances of success for a
social event held in a dowdy cultural centr

There are other reasons to tread carefullgroups that range from the offensive to the
idiotic: Sexy Hungarian Sluts or The Saucy
much to offer anyone seeking cultural enlightenment. Great pages are rapidly increasing in
numbers, however, and | believe that social network sites will be great resources in the future.
Already there are some excellent English language Hungarian groups on Facebook: the Wester!
Canadian Hungarian Folk Festival, Can&tlangary Educational Foundation, Magyars World-
wide, Hungarian People Abroad (who unabashedly stole the image of the NKB/ CBfr e s s

Love P°rk°eltodo truckerds hat to use as th
Since the publication of the first issue of tNew Hungarian Voiceve have printed and
distributed tens of thousands of copies. Today, a previously unimaginable number of people are
accessing our work electronically, and | am absolutely thrilled about it. Just as the old
fashioned meeting a | | t hat served our parentsd gene
usefulness, and paper media is becoming a subsidiary to so many others, we can look forward t
limitless future possibilities. P Cz
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