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EDITOR  
     According to wisdom, ñeverything changes ï nothing remains, without change.ò  Like so 

many decades over the past century, new happenings in the last ten years have significantly  

affected our lives, as our ability to communicate keeps expanding in leaps and bounds.  Next 

year will be the 10th anniversary of the New Hungarian Voice ï our publication which has 

evolved from a simple protest against the local Hungarian Hallôs injustice and censorship to an 

international Hungarian cultural resource. 

     Not long after the printing of the first hard-copies of the NHV, we developed our website, 

which attracts hundreds of new visitors each month.  Our subscribersô mailing list continues to 

grow, and the New Hungarian Voice is available at libraries here and in Hungary. 

     A couple of years ago, when internet social networking was still rather new, I accepted a 

Facebook ñfriend request.ò  Although it was easy to recognize its potential even then, the     

experience was somewhat disappointing ï I quickly discovered that a lot of my acquaintances 

were far less interesting than I had thought - Facebook seemed little more than a kind of creepy 

catalogue of unapologetic alcoholism. 

     Recently, however, I re-opened my Facebook account under Mazsolaôs name, in order to 

promote the NHV and other Hungarian projects - I have noticed that a lot more interesting 

pages and groups have taken virtual root.  It has been a fascinating experience ï in a few months 

Mazsola has ñmade friendsò with well over a thousand souls, and half of them have joined our 

New Hungarian Voice page.  People from all age groups and locations have shown a great deal 

of interest. 

     Things like Facebook are still in their infancy, and user discretion is advised. We were    

immediately berated by a local 1956er who was offended that we publish the New Hungarian 

Voice in English, chastising us with the old ñHungarian things should be published in Hungar-

ianò spiel.  Vancouverôs local Hungarian Hallôs group, A Vancouveri Magyarok (Hungarians of 

Vancouver) have quite clearly ignored us after our half a dozen attempts to join them in solidar-

ity and friendship.  Interestingly, one of their group discussions is a 4,000 word debate (in   

Hungarian) about why so few people are coming to their dances ï most of the posters argue the 

merits of hip-hop or disco, yet none of them touch on the obvious: the chances of success for a 

social event held in a dowdy cultural centre with a ñHungarian onlyò attitude are pretty slim. 

     There are other reasons to tread carefully ï groups that range from the offensive to the     

idiotic: Sexy Hungarian Sluts or The Saucy Zsa Zsa Gabor Appreciation Society wonôt have 

much to offer anyone seeking cultural enlightenment.  Great pages are rapidly increasing in 

numbers, however, and I believe that social network sites will be great resources in the future.  

Already there are some excellent English language Hungarian groups on Facebook: the Western        

Canadian Hungarian Folk Festival, Canada-Hungary Educational Foundation, Magyars World-

wide, Hungarian People Abroad (who unabashedly stole the image of the NHV Caf® Press       

ñI Love Pºrkºltò truckerôs hat to use as their logo, which is OK by me), and many more. 

     Since the publication of the first issue of the New Hungarian Voice we have printed and  

distributed tens of thousands of copies.  Today, a previously unimaginable number of people are 

accessing our work electronically, and I am absolutely thrilled about it. Just as the old          

fashioned meeting-hall that served our parentsô generation so well is nearing the end of its    

usefulness, and paper media is becoming a subsidiary to so many others, we can look forward to 

limitless future possibilities. 

A NOTE FROM THE  

 

ñ...our publicationé has 

evolved from a simple protest against 

the local Hungarian Hallôs injustice 

and censorship to an international 

Hungarian cultural resource.ò 

P.Cz. 
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     Our own New Hungarian Voice Editor Peter Czink was recently awarded the 

Gold Medal of the Hungarian Ministry of Defenceôs Military History Institute and 

Museum.  The medal was awarded �³�,�Q�� �D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �&�]�L�Q�N�¶�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\��
as President of the International Hungarian Military History Preservation Society 

���,�+�0�+�3�6�����´ and for �³�W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V�� �G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �K�H�� �K�D�V�� �P�D�G�H�� �W�R�� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�G��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���D�Q�G���0�X�V�H�X�P���´ 

     For more than a decade, Czink has worked tirelessly for the interests of the   

Hungarian community and culture, and, according to Lieutenant General Dr. J·zsef 

Holl·, the Director General of the Hungarian Heritage Prize-winning institution, his 

�³�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\�� �Z�R�U�N�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �+�X�Q�J�D�U�L�D�Q�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�L�U��
promotion through the publication of the newsletter Magyar Front in the English 
�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����D�U�H���K�H�O�G���L�Q���K�L�J�K���H�V�W�H�H�P���´ 

     In Czinkôs own words: �³�7�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���,�+�0�+�3�6�����,���K�D�Y�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D���J�U�H�D�W��
many international experts and enthusiasts in the field of Hungarian military     

history, and working in cooperation with the staff of the Military History Institute 

and Museum �± the ultimate authorities on the subject, I feel that I have truly been 

�D�E�O�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���D���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���S�D�U�W���L�Q���W�K�L�V���D�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���+�X�Q�J�D�U�L�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���´ 

     About his colleagues: �³�7�K�H�� �P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�X�V�H�X�P�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �,�+�0�+�3�6��
represent everything I hold dear �± intelligence, enlightenment, loyalty and bravery 

�± and I am very proud to say that among them are the most qualified and tolerant 

�S�D�F�L�I�L�V�W�V���,���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�U���K�D�G���W�K�H���K�R�Q�R�X�U���W�R���P�H�H�W���´ 

     Peter Czink has immersed himself in the rich marshal history of his homeland 

and uses the knowledge he gathers to educate and inspire, examining a tumultuous 

past in order to take part in lighting the way to a brighter tomorrow. 

NHV EDITOR 
AWARDED  

GOLD MEDAL  
by Lorraine Weideman 

NHV Editor Peter Czink  


